' Merlinus Liberatys 


BEING AN 


For the Vear of our Redemption, 17 


L 1 28. 9, +6480 to" af56tY 
Being the Firſt after Biſſextile, or Toke Y ear 


And from the Creation of the World, according | 


to the beſt Hiſtory, 3736, 


| % 


nd the 100th of our Deliverance by K. William, 


From Popery and Arbitrary Government; 
But the 94th from the 


| Horrid, Popiſh, High-Church, Jacobite Plot. 


Wherein are contained all Things fitting and uſeful for fuch a Work; as 
an Ephemeris of the daily Motions of the Planets, with their various 
Configurations, Aſpecls, Conjunctions, e e Aſtrono- 
mical, Aſtrological, Meteorological Obſervations, iſing and Settinę 
of the Sun, Moon, Planets, and fixed Stays, *H 


the Tides, Terms, and daily Equation oh MD tate and Break, 
Increaſe and Decreaſe of Days, Semid iurß I, of LoturnalArches 
for ſeveral Latitudes, a Chronology, Ren 8 7 Aer of the 
Heavens, with Judgments of the Ecliphy x „ bandled ac- 


cording to the Rules cf the Ptolomean Dar 
Things relating to the Truth of Aſtrology 
alſo for either Parker's or Saunders's Almana 


b many other 
RI equally ſerve 
» AS It contains moſt 


Aris contains the reſt. 


of the uſeful Parts of thoſe other tu W orks, and bite 8 Ephe⸗ | 
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A Table of the Common Notes, and Moveable || wr; 

Feaſts, for the Year of our Lord 2 Wi 

—̃ͤ — — — — —— — — He 

Golden Number 4 Eaſter Sunday 3 12 Ne 

Epat - - - - =  3|Rogation Sunday May 1) gie 
Dominical Letter - D Aſcenſion Day - May 218 

6 


Cycle of the zun 60 Whit Sunday May 3 Job 
Roman Indition - 7 Trinity Sunday - June 7 el 
Number of Direction 22|Sundays after Trinity - 24 
Sundays after Epiphany 4 Advent Sunday < Nov. 29 Edu 
Septuageſima Sund. Feb. 8 Year of the Julian Per. 640% Ed. 
Aſh Wedneſday, Feb. - 25 Year of the Dionyſian - 11% Ric 


| A Table of the 12 Signs, ” Planets, and Aſpeds, Her 


W Aries, Head and Face. H Saturn. Her 
8 Taurus, Neck and Throat. | A Jupiter, Her 
U Gemini, Arms and Shoulders. & Mars. d. 
25 Cancer, Breaſt and Stomach.) O Sol, or the Sun, Edy 
N Leo, Heart and Back. 2 Venus. Ric] 
mp, Virgo, Bowwels and Belly, | Mercury. Hen 
S Libra, Reins and Loins. D Luna, the Moon. Her 
m Scorpio, Secret Members. 8 Dragon's Head. p 
I Sagittarius, Hips and Thighs.| 8 Dragon's Tail. 45 
Lp Capricorn, Knees and Hams. & Part of Fortune. Mar 
Ix Aquarius, Legs and Ancles. | = Tellus, or Earth. Eliz 
* Piſces, Feet and Toes, © ſam 
6 Conjunttion, In one Sign 5 Degree. Chat 
* Sextile, 7s 2 Signs, or 60 Degrees. Chat 
Square or Quartile, 7s 3 Szgns, or go Degrees. Jame 
A Trine, zs 4 Signs, or 120 Degrees. Will 
8 Oppoſition, zs 6 Signs, or 180 Degrees. oh 


Ltd * r . * * — — . — — 


A K Hot and dry, Fiery | 8 My Cold & dry, Earth) Geor 
nag Hot and moiſt, Airy Sm Cold & moiſt, Wate!Y[Geor 
YA 4 nag Diur. Maſcul. u TRY 23m # Not. Femina Geor 
Cardinal & Movea.| S Am F ixed Signs a 
M K Common Signs em Fruitful Signs 
E Km are Barren Fun K Bicorporeal 
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TABLE. 3 


Kings Names. 
William Conq Oct. 14, 1066 
WilliamRufusSept. 9, 1087 
Henry 1. - Aug. 2, 1100 
Stephen - - Dec. 1, 1135 
Henryz.Roſam.OQ.25,1154 
Richard 1. - July 6, 1189 
John - - April 6, 1199 
Henry 3. OR. 19, 1216 
Edward 1, - Nov. 16, 1272 
Edward 2. - July 7, 1307 
Edward 3. - Jan. 25, 1327 
Ric. 2. W. TylerJunez1, 1377 
Henry 4. - Sept. 29, 1399 
Henry 5. - Mar. 20, 1413 
Henry 6. - Aug. 31,1422 
Ed. 4. J. Shore Mar. 4, 1461 
Edward 5. - April 9, 1483 
Richard 3. - June 22, 1483 
Henry 7. - Aug. 22, 1485 
Henry 8. - Apr. 22, 1509 
Edward 6. Jan. 28, 1547 
Mary 1. - - July 6, 1553 
Elizabeth - Nov. 17, 1558 
james 1. - Mar. 24, 1603 
Charles 1, - Mar. 27, 1625 
Charles 2. - Jan. 39, 1049 
james 2. - Feb. 6, 1685 
Will.3.&M.2.Feb. 13, 1689 
Anne - Mar. 8, 1702 
George 1, - Aug. 1, 1714 


Reigns began, 


Peutze 3. Oct. 25, 1760 


[The direct 5 * 7 
His Majefly K. George III. 


Henry II. K. of England, had 
Maud mar. Hen. the Lion, D. 
of Bavaria and Saxony, had 
Mil. of Lun. mar. Helena, D. 
of Worldemer, K. of Den. had 
Otho D. of Brunſ. and Lunen. | 
— had ——— | 
Albert the Great D. of Brunſ. 


. had 
Albert the Fat D. of Brun/. 
Ld — 


Magnus D. of Brunjavick 
— had 
Mag. Torguat. D. of Bru. & Lan. 
— had —„—ę.ꝛͥ u⁵ 
Bernard D. of Brun. & Lun. 
ä 1 ˖ — 
Frederick Duke of Lunenb. 
— had —ä( — 
Otho the Great D. of Lunenb. 
—— had | 
Henry Duke of Lunen. had 
Erneſt Duke of Lanenb. had 
Wil. D. of Lunen. Zel. had 
Elizabeth, mar. Fred. K. of 


guſtus Biſhop of Oſaaburgb, 


Bohemia, had Geo. P. of Cal- 
lenbar and D. of Hanover, 
had Sophia, mar. Erneſi Au- 


and Eledor of Brun/awick 
Lunenburgh, had George, by} 
the Grace of God, King of | 
Great-Britain, &Cc. who had 
George II. who had Fred. Pr. 
of Wales, who had George III. 
his preſent Majeſty, whom | 
God 9 3 | 
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PART RIDOE. 1789. 


ROYAL FAMILY, &c. 


— 


PPrs. Elizabeth, May 22, - 
Prince Erneſt Auguſtus, June 5, 177 1 


Kring GTORCGE III. June 4, 


Pages of Wales, Aug. 12, 
Prince Frederick, Aug. 16, 


Prince Wm. Henry, Aug. 21, 


Prs. Cha. Aug. Mat. Sept. 29, 


Prince Edward, Nov. 2, 
Prs. Auguſta Sophia, Nov. 8, 


1738 
1762 
1763 


1765 


1766 
1767 
1768 


1770 


BIRT HPA VS of the ROYAL FAMILY, | 


Prince Aug. Fred. Jan, 27, 177} 
Prince Adolph. Fred. Feb. 24, 1574 
Princeſs Mary, April 25, - 177 
Princeſs Sophia, Nov. 3z, 1771 
Princeſs Amelia, Aug. 7, - 1$j 
Queen Charlotte, May 19, 17% 
Prs. Auguſtaof Brun. Aug. 11, 1797 
Duke of Glouceſter, Nov. 25, 174} 
Duke of Cumberland, Nov. 7, 1745 


SOVEREIGNS of EUR 


OPE, their Acceſſion, &c, | 


Kingdoms, Sc. To whom ſubject. When born. {Began to reign 
England, &c. George III. June 4, 1738j Ot. 25, 16 
France _. Lewis XVI. Aug. 23, 1754] May 10, 1774 
Ruſſia Catharine II. May 2, 1729 July 9, 170 
Spain Charles III. Jan. 20, 1716 Aug. 10, 174 
Portugal Mary Dec. 7, 1734 0Feb. 24, 1777 
Pruſſia Frederie IV. Sept. 25, 1744 Aug. 17, 1786 
Denmark & Norway Chriſtian VII. Jan. 29, 1749 Ian. 14, 170 
Sweden Guſtavus III. Jan. 24, 1746|Feb. 13, 177 
Germany [oſeph Mar. 13, 1741} Aug. 18, 176; 
Poland Staniſlaus III. Jan, 17, 1732|Nov. 25, 17% 
Holland William V, March 8, 1748|OR. 11, 1741 
Popedom Pius VI. Dec. 27, 1727|Feb. 18, 1774 
Sardinia - Victor June 26, 172 60 Mar, 20, 1775 
Ottoman Empire | Achmet IV. Nov. 5, 7719| Jan. 21, % 


ſilver is 


So that the value of the ſtandard 
14th more. | 


— 


According to the above proportions 


625, or 31. 28. and of a 1b, of gold is 44% guineas, or. 461. 145. 61 
Alſo that the oz, of ſilver is 58. 2d. and t on Wr 


| The Fol Wercur of the Corns, with the LEAST 
| Wercnr allowed to paſs of the Gold Coin. 


| Wt. allowed, Full Wt. | Full W. 
680 LD. dwt. gr. qwt. gr.. 8S1I LV E R. dut. # 
Guinea 5 8 5 93 A Crown, = - _— 19 1 
Half Guinea, 2 16 2 16 Half Crown, - 9 165 
1 BO | I 885 Shilling, *-"S."* 9-S- 


Six Pence, = 1 2H 


it appears, that the value of a 6.0 


he og. of gold 31. 178. 107 


gold is 15 times that of the filver, at 


— 


reign 
1760 
177 
1762 
1759 
177 
17% 
1766 
I77l 
176; 
176g 
174 
1775 
1775 
1774 
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A TABLE of TERus and Returns for 1789. | 


Returns or Eſſoign Days, Exc. [Ret, App 
In eight Days of St, Hilary, Fanuary 20] 21 | 22 
In fifteen Days of St. Hilary, — 27] 28 | 29 
On the Merrow of the Purif, of bl. V. M. Feb. 3 4 
ln eight Days of the Purif. of bl. V. Mary, gl 10 | 


Hilary Term begins January 23, ends F ebruary 12. 


W. D. 


23 Friday. 
30 F riday. 
"By Friday.. 
11 12 Tburſ, * 


Eaſter Term begins April 29, ends May 25. 


In fifteen Days of St. Martin - = 251 26 27 


—— 


28|Saturd- 


In 15 Days of Faſter, , April 26] 27 | 28 29 |Wedneſ. 
From the Day of Eaſter in 3 Weeks, . May 3| 4 | 5 6 |Wedneſ.| 
From the Day of Faſter in 1 Month, 1 11 | 12 | 13 |Wedneſ.| 
From the Day of Fafter in 5 Weeks, 17 18 | 19 | 20 |Wedneſ,| 
On the Morrow of the Aſcenſion, = - 22 23 | 24 | 25 Monday 
Trinity Term begins June 12, ends Fuly 1. | 

Oa the Morrow of the holy Trinity, June 8| 9g | 10 | 12 [Friday. 
In eight Days of the holy Trini'y, - 14 15 | 16 | 17 [Wedreſ, 

| [In fifteen Days of the holy Trinity = - 2 22 | 23 | 24 [edu ſ. 
From the Day of the holy Trinity in 3 Weeks, 281 29 1 30 [J. 1 N edne/. 

Michaelmas Term begins Now. 6, ends Nov. 28. 

On the Morrow of All Souls, - — Nov. 34 4 5 6 Friday. 
On the Morrow of St. Martin, = - 12 13 | 14 | 16 Monday 
In eight Days of St. Martin.. + 18] 19 | 20 | 21]Saturd. 


fron Day, and Midſummer Day. 


nity, before which it opens but Four Days, 


Days of Appearance. 


N. B. No Sittings in Weſftminſtcr-Hall on the 2d of F ebruary, Aſcen- 
The Exchequer opens Eight Days before any Term begins, except Tri- 


Note, That the firſt and laſt Days of every Term, are the firſt and laſt 


OxroRD TERMS. 


Eaſter Term — begins Ajril 22, 
Trinity Term - begins June 10, 
M.chaelmas Term, begins October 19 
| The AQ is July 13. 


Lent Term - - begins January 14, - ends April 4. 
- „ „ ends DI y 28, 
= - - ends Fury 18, 
ends Dec, 17. 


OXFORD and CAMBRIDGE TERMS, | 


* 


CAM BND E TERMS. 


Eaſter Term « begins April 22, - - ends July 
Michaelmas Term begins Ofcber 10, ends Dec. 
The Commencement will be J 7. 


Lene Term = = begins Fanuary 1%, - = ends April 3. 
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January hath XXXI Dare. 4 
Big with the Treaſures of the North, I 27 6 
Behold the teeming Clouds bring forth; 6 7120, 6 
And Show'rs of ſoft and fleecy rain 11 8/25 c 
Fall, to new clothe the Earth again. 16 825 5 
Sol hides his Face, whilſt Heaven ſcowls, I 9 24 5 
And o'er the Heath the Tempeſt howls, 26 923 
Wow Sundays and O WD X 5 2 I Aſpects and 
IPo ßen Days.|* . A Weather. 
T Circugzelfon 11 30 6X 3111} 5|129jDar# weather 
| 2|*jSunriſes 8h 4m [12 3918 25/1 7] Ohe 
| 3 8 13 400 O52 8| 2|and avert at ib 
+/Dlz 8. aft. Chriſt, 14 4212 537113, 9 3 Heginning. 
5 Old Chriſt. days 435 5/140 5|Curns to ſharp 
641 Epiphany Twelfth-D,| 7853/14/12] 6] * f & 

2 W. 7 4521 0/15/13 8 weather, 
81 Lucian 18 460 414616614 /K wind), 
9 E 19 4818 75% 5 %% flying 
1018 Sun ſet 4h. 3m. 20 49 355 30 17 16% 30% ud for Jon 

110 18. aſtet Epiph. 21 50/18 26 1818 I 4|{2m2e. 
12 N Plough Mondayſzz 51] 34,36 19 19116|OId N. Yrs. D 
13 TjHil. Camb. T. b 23 52118 18 2020/17 { hen more no. 
e. -134- 53/-3M53 2121119] 8 81 
15iT 25 5418 412123 6 62 
16,F Day br. 5. 49.26 550 3 7 22/24/22 derate. 
17,8 Old Twelfth d.|27 56115 7 232524 C u 
13D |. S. after Epiph |Priſca, | om a1 24 265 Q. Ch, b. d.. 
g:MPſ-- 29 58/13 512428 27 SUS 
; TiFabian o 54125 29,29 But toward: 
Wiignes 7.3 0 9 414 26130 e end dark 
FijVincent 3 201 3327) 2 and unſettled, 
F Hil. Term beg | 4 3| 374428 2| 44 60 
9 4, 4s 4728 46 ; 
D 3 S. after Epiph. 6 5]27 45129] 5| 7|Conv.St. Tau! 
MIS unriſesyh. 36m 7 6 9 3939 6, 9 3 
1 r. Aug Fr. b. 3 6 © 3210 7.01 and ſh 
W 9 7] 3X24| i] 913] X h 2 
San ſets 4h. 20010 8/15 16020014 ang 
F K. Char. t 11 927 3 11116 concluats. 
:4. 41-94 - 112 10 9 1 13 4012 18 
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Mapiter Venus. : 2.5 . 
D 2 — P artridge. January, 1719. 9 
113 2 z1 25] Firſt Quarter 4th Day at 4 Afternoon, | 
6112 37/21 29 Full Moon 11d Day at 6 Afternoon. 
1101 13/21 33] Laſt Quarter 18th Day at g Morning. 
16111 4921 38] New Moon 26th Day at 6 Morning. | 
2111. 242L 43,1 Day h South 3 46, & 2353, $ 234. 
2611 olzr 4916thD. g South 2 40, C 2338, $ 23 44. 
Lunar Aſpects. Clock Moon þ riſes Trent ! 
Dloth T #18 |$| fat South & ſets Oblervations, | 
11 6| * 2 344 9a36 The Square of Sa- 
1111 4 51] 4 22,10 4iſturn and Venus, as 
i'* i [0] 19 5 3011 46ſit betokens no good 
Dio lolal | 5 46] 5 46 morn to thoſe who are un- 
5 o | | 5 13] 6 32 o 54 der thatdomination, 
6] |#| lal [al 6 39] 7 21] 2 4 et it affects not us. 
7 7 4 8 14] 3 14 1n ſhort, I ſee no- 
8' 40 8 7 39 9 11] 4 25|thing but a great 
g| | * 7 54110 10 5 zobuſtle in private ca- 
10 A | 3 18811 13] 6 26|binets, which time 
Dig) [6:8] |$| 8 42][morn|Jriſeſitſelf muſt deter- 
12] 6) [11 9 4] © 13] 5a42/|mine, I muſt ſay 
[3 Al |9 27]-1 11] 7 Bſthis, that as Mr.] 
4 8 9 48] 2 78 31|Partridpe, the firſt 
5A! * AAo gf 3 of 9 53jauthor of this loyal} 
16 10 29] 3 52111 13{Diary, was a great 
7] | [aſal*{ol10 48] 4 42 morn ſſtickler for the Pro- 
D'n 11 7| 5 32 o zoſteſtant religion, ſo 
1 00 AA 11 25] 6 23| 1 45am I; and if there 
20 * N II 43] 7 14| 2 55|beamorehearty wel] 
2 | | | j11l 59] 8 5! 3 58|wiſherto the preſent 
22 &| 12 15| 8 56| 4 52jroyal family, may l 
23) * 22 12 39] 9 46| 5 38|be hanged, and he 
24 8 12 44010 35 6 17|ſucceed in my Read. 
Dig &| 32 58111 22] 6 48] In the affairs of 
2018 15013 1o| oa 6| Þ ſetsſthis month England 
27 13 22] 0 480 6a14/appears to be con- 
23] 6 * 13 33 1 300 7 1 ſcerned, and there 1: 
99 64 13 43 2 1108 21;an ugly aſpect be- 
30 * 13 55 2 53 9 25 tween 4 and NY, 
ziſ K o oK 1! 3 3510 32 which may affectus. 


0 February hath XXVITI Days. 319 
"The Mountain Tops behold around, I 10/23] 4 
Appear with Furs of Ermine crown'd ; 611/2204 
And lo, deſcending by degrees, 1111102104 
White mantling hides the naked Trees, 16/12/21 ; 
| While chilling Cold diffuſed round, 5 21 12021 3 
1 Turn lympid Streams to ſolid Ground, | 26013020 ? 
M W Sundays and O # » ＋ E 2 Aſpects and 
D D Remark. Day E 2 F Weather, 
1D 4 S. aft. Fpiph. 13 110214 514 200% Ind and ran 
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| 2 Now Flora, beautiful and gay, 

Doth bid all hail to welcome May ; 
And Meads, and Gardens, trim ate ſeen, 
With Flowers deck'd and Herbage green 
The Warblers tweet exert their Voice, 
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40 PARTRIDOE, 1789. 


F | the Eclirszs, and other PHOENOMENA, 


e in the Year 19189. 
A the latter end of the year 1788, or the beginning 
4 A of the year 1789, a Comet is expected to appear; 


concerning which nothing certain can be determined at 


preſent, for want of tufficient obſervations of the antientz, 


and not correct enough to be relied upon This too might 


in all probability be owing to their falſe conceptions of the 


real nature of Comets, which they looked upon as prodi- 


1es, and blazing meteors, lighted up in the heavens, az 
oreranners of ſome notable misfortunes, and ſtrange mu- 
tations in this our ſublunary globe; therefore in ancient 
hiſtory, upon the deſtruction of empires, or the depopula. 
tion of cities by plague, peſtilence.' or famine, we gene- 
rally find an account of' a blazing Star with a large fiery 


Tail, which was ſeen in the heavens at or before that time, 


terrifying every beholder for ſeveral nights ſucceſlively, 


The diligence however of later Aſtronomers has eſtabliſhed 


beyond a doubt that they are opake, ſpherical, and ſolid 
bodies,-and perform their periodical revolutions about the 


Sun in orbits vaſtly elliptical, which have the Sun in one of 
their bei. They differ from the Planets in this: They 
move in various direQions, ſome the ſame way with the 
Planets, others in contrary directions. And while the pla. 


netary motions are confined within the Zodiac, their or- 


dits admit of any inclination whatever; and the excentri- 


city of them is ſo veiy great, that ſome of them perforn 


the greateſt part of their motion nearly in right lines, 


tending in their approach to the Sun almoſt directly to- 


wards it, and after leaving it flying off in almoſt a right 


line, till out of the ken of man, and appear as if they 
were haſtening away to the fix-d ſtars. Although at pre- 
ſent, for want of tufficient obſervations, not many things 


can with certainty be ſaid upon either their number, or 


their periodical returns, yet the learned and Rev. Mr. 
Rowning has remarked thus: It ſeems probable that the 
Comet which appeared in the year 1682, was the fame 
which was ſeen before in the year 1607, and the year 153! 
and has a Circuit of about 151 years. And the great Co- 


met which appeared in the year 1680, was the ſame which 
was ſeen in the time of K. Henry I. in the year 1106, in 


$31 
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651, and in the 44th year before Chriſt, in which Julius 
Czſar was murthered, As to the Comet expected, | ſhall 


ovly add, that as the Comet of 1531, 1607, and 1682, re- 
tured in 1759, there is no doubt but all ohers will ceturn 


at their proper periods; and the Comet of 1532 ad 1661, 


being thought to be the ſame, its return is expected at the 


latter end of 1788, or before April 27, 1789. 


A the mention of a Comet ſeldom come under the no- 


tice of an Almanack, whole particular buſineſs is only to 


predict and draw inferen es from the phenomena which. 


fall happen in the year tor which they were calculated, 


it may not be amiſs to enlarge a liitle more on this ſubject: 


Ihe ancients (as we have before obſerved) being en- 
tirely ignorant of their nature, looked upon them as me- 
teors kind led in the air, and portending ſome extraordi- 
nary event. As a proof uf this a paſſage from Homer is 
ſuffcient. 5 1 e 
As the red Comet from Salurnius ſent, 

To fright the nations with a dire portent, 

(A fatal fign to armies on the plain, 

Or trembling ſailors on the wat'ry main) 
With ſweeping glories glides along in air, 
And ſhakes toe ipackles from his blazing hair. 


The moderns however found tiat they were real bodies, 


moving in very elliptical orbits, aid in various direQions 
and different periods, being at ſome times extremely near 
the Sun, and at others immenſely diſtant, by reaſon of 
which they are ſometimes much botter than Mercury, and 
at other times much colder than Saturn. | THe 
The Comet in 1680 came ſo near the ſun, that it was 
not a ſixth parc of the Sun's diameter diſtant from his ſur- 


face, and his heat then was two thouſand timers hottcr than 


red-hot iron; from thence it took its courfe from the Sun 
to the diſtance of above eleven thouſand millions of miles, 
which is at leaſt fourteen times further than the orbit of 
Saturn. The light and heat then of that Comet is there 
fore near two hundred times leſs than at Saturn, and above 
ſeventeen thouſand times leſs than with us; and when it 
was neareſt the dun, the light and heat thereof was no leſs 
than twenty-eight thouſand times greater than in our tor · 
nd zone, 
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What chiefly attracts the notice of the generality of peo. 
ple is the Tail of a Comet. The Tails of Comets ap. 


pear largeſt and moſt ſplendid immediately after their return 


from the Sun, becauſe they then emit the Moſt Vapour, 


 Agreeable likewiſe to the nature of vapour and ſmoke, the 
tail ef a Comet lies always towards thoſe, parts which the 
Comet's body leaves in its deſcent, We may farther add, 
that as vapours, they tiſe the more as they expand; fo the 


tails of Comets appear broader on their upper part than 
near the head. Another proof that they conſiſt of a fine 
pellucid-vapour is, that the fixed ſtars are often ſeen thro? 
the tails of comets. Laſtly, Theſe tails are exceedin 


long, ſome having been computed to be not leſs than eigh- 


teen miilions of miles in length. . | 
The conjectures of philoſophers upon their uſes are va- 
rious, Certain it is that God made nothing in vain, but 
in vain may we conjeQure notwithſtanding.  _ 
Same of the fi:ſt rank in the philoſophical world have 
imagined, that by the rarefaQion, and ſpreading of the 


 vapours of the tails of Comets, they ſupply the planets 


with moiſture, which they ſuppoſe by vegetation and pu- 


trefaction, &c. continually decreaſes, 


Others ſuppoſe, that Comets, in their ſeveral revolu- 


tions, approach nearer and nearer to the Sun, till at laſt 


dropping into it, they ſupply that great luminary with 
freſh fuel. . | 

Laſtly, It appears to be the general opinion that they 
are inſtruments appointed by the Almighty to put a period 
to the planetary woild, whenever his divine will ſhall fo 


determine; which may be done either by involving the 
globe of the Planets in their paſſage towards the Sun in 


their atmoſphere of water, and thereby drowning them, as 


it was with this earth in the days of Noah; or elſe, by 


advancing a little too near in their return from the Sun: 


This indeed was the caſe of the Comet in the year 1680, 


when the Comet came ſo near the orbit of the Earth, that 
had our globe then been in that part of its orbit, we muſt 
acknowledge that The Globe it/elf, with all which it in- 


herited, had diſſolved, and, like the baſeleſs fabric of a vi on, 


loft not a worect bebind.” Bur 1 ſpeak o. iy of uit is poll 
ble, not of what 1s probable, Ty 1 


p · 
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b ' Of the Eerirsts which will happen in the Year 1789. 


ITRIN. the compaſs of the preſent year there will 
'YY be four Eclipſes, two of the Sun and two of the 
Moon; but only one of them will be viſible to the inhabi- 
tants of this iſle, Theſe will happen in the following order: 
The firſt will be a partial, but to us inviſible, Eclipſe. of 
the Moon, and will happen on May 9, as follows; _ 
oO IR I {| OPT Ls 
Middle - gh. 31min. 
End ich. 24min. 
Duration - 1h. 46min. 3 
Digits eclipſed 2? 54/ on the Moon's northern limb. 
But although none of this Eclipſe will be viſible to Eu- 
ropeans, in all the weſtern parts of both North and South 
America it will be viſible. The fore part of this Eclipſe 
may be ſeen in Eaſt and Weſt Florida, the Havannah and 
Jamaica ; but the whole of this Eclipſe will be ſeen at the 
Sandwich and Friendly Iflands, diſcovered by that cele- 
brated cireumnavigator Capt. Cook; as alſo in New Zea- 
land, new Holland, the Philippine Iles, Japan, and Yedſo, 
The ſecond Eclipſe will be a ſolar defect, on Sunday, the 
24th of May; the conjunction is at 20 minutes and a half 
paſt 10 at night, therefore will of canſequence be inviſible 
to the inhabitants of Great Britain. Ic will however. be a 
central Eclipſe on the meridian at 18 minutes paſt 10, in 
Longitude 1549 29 Welt, and Latitude 11* 14 South of 
Greenwich Obſervatory. _ 1 dt ates 
The third is a partial and viſible Eclipſe of the Moon, 
and if the air prove ſerene and favourable, may. be ſeen 
by the inhabitants of this iſle. This Eclipſe will happen 
* follo %s ee: 13 


in the morning. 


heginning Nov. 2, at 11h, 27m. night. 
Middle - Nov. 3, at oh. 32m. morn. 
\ End - Nov. 3, at 1h. 36m. morn. 
Doration zh. 9 m. 
Digits eclipſed 3 deg. 40 m. on the Moon's 
ſouthera limb. See the type in the 
| F;,-; -. DATED; 1 
This Eclipſe will be viſible to all the inhabitants and 
ſlates in Europe and Africa, together with the weſtern parts 
of Alia, and the eaſtern parts of America. But in Siam, 


0 © "PATTYEDC x, un» 6. abt 
China, Chineſe Tartary, &c. in the eaſtern parts of Aſia 


the fore part only will be viſible. 8 
The fourth and laſt is an inviſible Ectipſe of the Sun, 
Which will happen on Tueſday, Nov. 17, at 29 minutes 
„%%% ĩ „„ anon ma boa). 208 
This Eclipſe, although inviſible to all Europe, will be 
viſible in China, and the eaſtern parts of Great Tartaryin 
Afia ; likewiſe tothe Iſland of Japan and Yed/o. The Sun 
moreover will be centrally eclipſed on the meridian at 22 
minutes paſt 3, in Long. 129 31“ Eaſt, and Lat. 14 43 
North of Greenwich Qbſer: atory, © (© 
Thus I conclude my Aſtronomical Obſervations upon 
the Eclipſes of the preſent year; as to aſtrological fe- 
marks, as there is but on» viſble, and that to us a partial 
one, and in which all our neighbours are as much concern- 
ed as we, L think them at this time unneceſſary, and haſten 
„ V 
Or Tae WINTER QUARTER. 
F*HIS Quarter commences the z iſt day of Dec. 1788, 


at zh. 14m» mane, when the bright Charioteer of 


Heaven firſt touches upon the cold, cardinal, and melan- 
choly ſign of Capricorn, the houſe of h and exaltation of 
, and the triplicity of $ and ), and whoſe angel, ac- 
cording to the Arabian Aſtrologers, is Hanuel. Now has 
the Sun reached his utmoſt ſouthern limits, ſhort are his 
viſits, and then, when veiled in a wintry cloud, even day 
itſelf ſeems benighted. This ſeaſon is well pictured by 
Horace. Lib. I. Ode g 25 
„ 6 Behold yon mountain's hoary height, 
„Made higher with new mounts of ſnow; 
4 Again behold the Winter's weight | 
„ Oppreſs the lab'ring woods below; 
« And ſtreams with icy tetters bound, 
„ Benumb'd, and cramp'd to ſolid ground.“ 

1 imagine there will be much conſultation in the cloſets 
of princes; and the ſenators oi every nadon are contriving 
work for the more active part cf the year. It is uſhered in 
with a diſagrecable aſpect, which is followed by no leſs 
than three more, all as it were in the entrance of the year 
of a malign nature. It is certainly a very active ingreſs, 
and apparently inclined to acts of violence. 
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Or Tye SPRING QUARTER. 5 
HIS Quarter begins on March 20, when the Sun en- 
ters upon the firſt ſcruple of the maſculine, diurnal, 
equinoctial, and cardinal 6gn of Aries, the day houſe of &, 
the exaltation of the O, and the triplicity of O and A, 
whoſe angel is ſaid by ancient writers to be My/ch-g:el. 
Sol, now mounting up the northern hemiſphere maketh 
equal day and night, introducing the welcome Spring 
We have, according to our uſual cuſtom. given a Scheme 
of the Heavens as they appear to the eye of the aſtrologer 
at Sol's firſt ingreſs. We find the quarter is uſhered in 
with no leſs than five Conjundtions and two trines, wiz. 
65y, 63 ., 698, 6h2, 6hsd, AUC, 
AUF, all favourable: Aſpe&ts., You moreover perceive 
that in the above ſcheme Sagittary is upon the Medium 
Cali, and 27? 10 of Capricorn is on the aſcendant; the 
Planets, excepting the Moon, are all under the Earth. 
We may expect much negociation. We would do well to 
hope and endeavour that all ſhall be of the pacific kind; 
we at the ſame time ſhall do well to be upon our guard, 
that we be not deceived by the pretenſions of falſe friends, 
Fraud and guvile will keep footing ſo long as the world 
endures; for as many ill properties «5 the devil hath, this 
may 


— rags —ũ * 


— — — 8 
ꝓ———— ͤ 2 I PIO — —_ 

> — a 
— x * 


— 


a 
7 3 
— 2 
— Den 


2 ———ͤ eee — re ror - 
— o ” — — 3 * 


— — — — — 


Y 


-X- 


may be ſaid in his behalf, that he is not an idle devil; 
may the ſtricteſt bond of unity keep him from ſowiag dif. 


| ſention in the councils of the Britiſh nation; ſo may we 


yet be a happy nation. Let us be virtuous, and Ged, 


| even our own God, ſhall give us his bleſſing. 


Tue SUMMER QUARTER. 
Y HIS Quarter: takes its beginning on the 21 day of 
June, when the Sun enters upon the fruitful, ſoſti. 


lizl, catdinal, and moſt northern ſign in the Zodiac, the 


ſign Cancer; the houſe of the ), the exaltation of NY, 
and the triplicity of &, $, and ), whoſe angel, accord- 


ing to former writers, is ſaid to be Muriel, making the 
longeſt day and the ſhorteſt night in this our hemiſphere. 
Much hurry and confuſion appear to be in many parts of 
the world, and they are the ſafeſt who have the leaſt to 


loſe. Some unexpected news from different parts. Rome 
ſtill holds vp her head, but ſeems to lay aſide her ſcourge. 


There is an event to which all things are operating, but 


the manner of bringing it about is hid from human ken, 

I therefore haſten to | 3 
Tua AUTUMNAL QUARTER. 

N commences upon the Sun's entering 


upon the equinoctial, diurnal, weſtern, and cardi- 


nal ſign Libra, whoſe angel is ſaid to be Zuriel. This 


will happen this year on the 22d day of September, at 


zh. 8m. P. M. I here muſtcloſe my account of this pre- 


ſent year, with obſerving that, in my opinion, it will be 


productive of great mutations; theſe however will all 
operate to one great end, but growing years will of this 


give a further inſight. 


I cannot conclude without informing the curious, that 
on the 5th day of November there will be a remarkable 
tranſit of the Planet Mercury over the Sun's diſc, This 
will be viſible in England till ſun-ſet, and the latter part 
will be ſeen at the Cape Verd and Canary Iſles, the Azores, 


feeland, Greenland, and to the North and North-welt, 
as far as Baflin's Bay. : 


"The following calcylation is from accurate tables: 
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7 


M If 


AsTROEOGICAL Onsenvations, 47 


Beginning th 1om P. M Mercories 5 
„ e Lt. $i 20 Shuth | 
& 'Ecliptic Conjunction zh zom. 8“ 16, 
Mid. of the ILranfit 3 37 7 17% 
= Sun ſets RM 2%. HE | 
End. © TSS” S 6 13 x! i 
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by N i N Pp bebellge my predigen for this 


year with praying the Divine Being 
to avert all heavy calamities from this our ifle, and what- 
ever diſturbances may be abroad, may we be bleſſed with 
eace and uuity ac home, and approve ourſelves the loyal 
ſubjebts, of the belt of Kings, 2 0 God defend and pre 
ſerve. Amen. | - 
T having, i in this age of Uividod 1 in Batten relating 
to religious worſhip, been enquired what was the doc- 
trine of the primitive Chriſtians, with reſpect to faith and 
duty, as taught i in the ſacred Scriptures? we ſhall here 
give the following abridgement of the ſame in the words 
of Pollio, a Chriſtian martyr, who died for the truth of 
his holy profeſſion, A. D. o... 
This Pollio, being a reader in the church of Cibales in 


Pannonia, was accuſed before Governor Probus of having 


derided the gods of wood and ſtone which the Heathens 
adored. —This man, being brought before the Judge, man- 
fully con fe ſſed bimfelf to be a Chriſtian, and one of thoſe. 

who, in ſpire of tortures, would perſiſt in his fidelity to 

the Eternal King; and in obedience to the divine com- 

mands of the word of truth, as given by his Lord and Sa- 

viour Jeſus Chriſt. 

Probus upon this demanded to know what thoſe com- 
mands were? To which Poliio thus replied : 

„ Theſe commands (ſaid he) are they which teach us 
that there is but one Gov in Heaven. That images made 
of wood and ſtone cannot be called gods, nor de any way 
propitious to men. By theſe commands we muſt correct 
our fau;ts by repentance, and perſevere i invioiably in the 
good we have embraced. That virgins, who maintain 
their purity, are advanced to a high rank: That married 
omen ought to preſerve their conjugal chaſtity, and at- 
tend to the education of their children: That maſters 
ought 


. ought to rule over their ſervants with mildneſs and good. 
nature: That ſervants ought to acquit themſelves of their 
duty rather from motives of love than fear: That we ought 
to be obedient to the civil power in every thing that iz 
Juſt: That we ought to reverence our parents, love our 
'f1iends, and forgive our enemies: That we mutt be ten. 


der and affectionate to all our fellow creatures, humane t9 


ſtrangers, charitable to the poor, and live in peace with 
all men: That we muſt do no injury to any one, and ſuf. 
fer with patience the wrongs which others do to us: That 
we muſt beſtow our goods with liberality, and not covet 
thoſe of others: And that he ſhall live eternally who, in 
defence of his faith, deſpiſes a momentary death, which 
(ſays he) is the utmoſt puniſhment you can inflit.” 
Notwithſtanding (ſays my author) this noble confeſſion, 
replete as it is with pure and heavenly ſentiments, the 
Governor Probus ordered Pollio to be chained to a Rake 
and burned to death. 5 W ao Ol 
Such was the faith, and ſuch the character, of the Chrif- 
tians in former ages; and that it was a juſt one will ap- 
pear from the ſentiments of one of the greateſt philolo- 
phers and wiſeſt Emperors that ever governed Rome, 
wherein you will ſee a vindication of the Chiiſtians pro. 
nounced from the mouth of a Heathen ; this was a letter 
written in the year of Chriſt 152, by the Emperor Anto- 
ninus to the ſtates in Aſia, who had accuſed the Chriſtians 
of being the cauſe of ſeveral earthquakes which had hap. 
pened in that part of the globe. | 
In tbis he adviſed the Governors to take great care, Jeſt 
in puniſhing the Chriſtians they ſhould make them more 
obſtinate than before, initead ot chaneing their opinions 
Ince their religion taught them to ſuffer with pleaſure and 
reſignation for the ſake of their God, As for the earth- 
quakes which had happened, he told them, that they 
themielves were always diſcouraged, and ſunk under ſuch 
misfortunes; whereas the Chriſtians never diſcovered more 
chearfulneſs and confidence than upon ſach occaſions. He 
concluded with telling them, that he would not have the 
Chriltians injured ; for although they did not worſhip the 
gods of the Empire, yet they had a God of their own, 
and that they were a peaceable and inoffenſive people. 
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